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Obituary. 
THE HONOURABLE R. M . COLLINS, M.L.C. 
The late Hon. R. M. Collins, M.L.C., was, at the time of 
his death in August, 1913, with one exception, the oldest 
inhabitant of the Logan and Albert district, having arrived 
with his parents in June, 1844, and seen the change from 
the primitive conditions of those days, when the bullock-
dray was the only vehicle in use, to the present time, with 
its railways, telegraphs, telephones, and motor cars. 
As they grew to manhood, he and his brothers William 
and George assisted their father in forming Westgrove 
Station on the Dawson River—still owned by the firm of 
John Collins and Sons—and later did much arduous and 
valuable pioneering work in South-western Queensland, 
taking up and forming stations, such as Morney Plains and 
Whitula, on the then utmost verge of civilisation. The 
seasons were very wet, the rivers much flooded, and the 
navigation of the stormy waters of the Bareoo (to use Mr. 
Collins' own words) had more than once to be undertaken 
in canvas boats, but they were resourceful people in those 
days. Mount Leonard was also taken up and sold unstocked. 
Afterwards Warenda was purchased, and the cattle, which 
should have been on it, collected from far and wide, some 
from 100 miles on their way back to the coastal station from 
which they were originally taken. These stations were all 
sold by degrees; but Coorabulka, Mount Merlin, and Chats-
worth are still in the hands of the firm. 
Any further account of the work would be too long 
for publication here, except that it may be mentioned that 
they were almost, if not quite, the first Queenslanders to 
form stations in the Northern Territory, where they stilly 
in partnership with others, own Alexandria. 
Mr. Collins, as a man of unblemished honour, and one 
always ready to give a helping hand to others, will ever be 
remembered with pride by his descendants. 
W. J. SCOTT, Esquire, I.S.O. 
By the death of Mr. W. J. Scott, I.S.O., member of 
the Land Court, which occurred on 20th November last, 
the State lost a most worthy public oflScial and citizen, and 
the Society a valued member. Mr. Scott, who was 56 years 
of age, was a native of Brisbane, being a son of the late 
Mr. John Scott, Head Master of the Central State School, 
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Ipswich. He was educated at the State and Grammar 
Schools, Ipswich, and joined the Lands Department in 1872 
as a clerk in the Ipswich Office. In 1881 he was promoted 
to the Head Office, and in 1885 on the creation of the Land 
Board was appointed Secretary to the Board, a position he 
relinquished in 1889 to take charge of the Selection Branch 
of the Lands Department. Later, he filled the offices of 
Chief Clerk and Under Secretary, and while occupying the 
latter position was made a Companion of the Imperial 
Service Order, a distinction which, by common consent, was 
particularly well merited. His appointment as a Member 
of the Land Court in succession to the late Mr. W. F. 
Wilson came on 2nd November, 1911, and thus, as in Mr. 
Wilson's case, was held for only a comparatively brief 
period when the final summons came. 
In 1885 Mr. Scott married a daughter of the late Hon. 
J . C. Foote, and is survived by her and a grown-up family 
of five sons and three daughters. 
Throughout his long career as a public official Mr. 
Scott displayed a phenomenal capacity for work, marked 
constructive ability, and great thoroughness. Unassuming 
in manner he was yet masterful and resolute, and our 
system of Lap.ds Administration to-day bears deep marks 
of his strong personality. He had quite a passionate desire 
to be absolutely just, and enjoyed the confidence of the 
public of all shades of opinion. Beneath an exterior which 
to a stranger seemed a little austere he concealed a sympa-
thetic and generous disposition, and many are the tales told 
by his intimates of kindnesses unostentatiously bestowed. 
The tributes paid to his memory by Ministers, Judges, 
brother officials, and the public generally evidenced the 
high opinion in which he was held and the extent and 
depth of the sorrow at his untimely end. Mr. Scott, who 
was a Member of the Council, took quite a keen interest in 
the affairs of the Society, and it is worthy of mention that 
at the time of his death he was engaged in collecting infor-
mation with the view of publishing an historical account of 
land legislation in Australia from the earliest times, a task 
for which he was well qualified by his habits of patient 
investigation, literary ability, and wide knowledge of the 
subject. 
P.W.S. 
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CAPTAIN JOHN MACKAY, I.S.O. 
Captain John Mackay, I.S.O., was one of the projectors 
of the Society and a member of the Provisional Committee. 
He was the son of George Mackay, of Ball-na-foid, Inverness-
shire, a member of the family of Mackays of Kinloch, cadets 
of the Reay family. His mother was Ann, only daughter of 
Robert Munro, shipowner, of Inverness. He was born at 
Ball-na-foid on 20th March, 1839. Educated at the Free 
Church Academy, Inverness, he went to sea at an early age. 
His first voyage to Australia was in 1854. Coming to 
Australia in 1855 by the ship "South Carolina," he tried 
his fortune as a gold digger and settler. In 1859 was in 
New England, and became interested in the new lands to the 
northward, which were then being taken up. He led an 
expedition beyond the furthest known country, and dis-
covered the Mackay River, now the Pioneer. The journal 
of this expedition he entrusted to the Society for publication 
shortly before his death. Finding the land unpropitious. 
Captain Mackay returned to the sea, and for many years 
was engaged in the South Sea and New Zealand trade. 
In 1893 he was appointed Harbour-master at Cook-
town, and in 1902 he became Harbour-master at Brisbane, 
in which office he remained until his lamented death on 11th 
March, 1914. 
In 1911 he received the Imperial Service Order. 
In 1874 Captain Mackay married Marion, daughter of 
the late John McLennan, Cromarty, Scotland, and had three 
sons and one daughter, all of whom survive him. 
It is hoped that at some future time a more detailed 
record of Captain Mackay's life will be written. 
MRS. THOMSON. 
It was with very deep regret that the Council of the 
Society heard of the death of Mrs. Thomson, wife of Cap-
tain Thomson, of the A.U.S.N. Company's service, and a 
member of the Council of the Society. 
Mrs. Thomson had taken a great interest in the forma-
tion of the Society, and was only prevented from attending 
the inaugural meeting by an indisposition which at first 
seemed trifling, but which with shocking suddenness termi-
nated fatally on 30th August, 191')^5. 
Mrs. Thomson was buried at Toowong, the Society 
being represented at the funeral. 
Mrs. Thomson was a charming and cultivated woman. 
A keen.collector of old China, and well read in Australian 
History, her place will not easily be filled. 
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Mr. J. H. MCCONNEL. 
Mr. James Henry McConnel, who died on 7th June, 
1914, was the eldest son of Mr. David Cannon McConnel, the 
pioneer of the Upper Brisbane River. The history of the 
district is a history of the achievements of father and son; 
for Mr. J. H. McConnel carried on most excellently the work 
of settlement and development begun by his father, and, 
like him also, handed on a name for uprightness and 
business ability revered throughout Queensland. 
It is difficult to estimate the value of Mr. McConnel's 
achievements, so numerous and so varied were his activities. 
The prosperity of the Esk district is in the main due to his 
ability—the success of individual farmers to his ready 
sympathy and help. His clear foresight and steady courage 
never failed; through all his life he worked for his neigh-
bours and dependents more than for himself. He instituted 
and raised to its present high standard the famous Cress-
brook stud herd of Hereford cattle. He secured the 
extension of the railway to Toogoolawah, and made dairy 
farming a profitable local industry by setting up, at his own 
cost, a condensed milk factory in the township. Indeed, 
throughout ihe Cressbrook and Esk country, which he loved, 
to which he gave his life, it may well be said of him, " si 
monumentum requiris circumspice." 
